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WeSley KeySer
Homecoming is a Kenyon tradition to welcome alumni back to campus for 
food, fun and football. While some events were canceled due to the recent blackout, 
last weekend’s Homecoming in Gambier yielded mixed results on the field, as the 
lords football team faced off with Hiram College this weekend in a spirited but 
disappointing Homecoming game. Other Kenyon teams were more successful in 
their Homecoming showdowns, with victories for ladies field hockey and lords 
and ladies soccer. See page 12 for game details. 
             
—emmy Fletcher
Homecoming
12 PagesGambier, Ohio
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Established 1856                 Volume CXXXVI, Number 4                          www.kenyoncollegian.com
Thefts increase; locking 
doors encouraged
see ThefT, page 4
By danilO lOBO-diaS
Staff Writer
This week, director of Campus 
Safety Bob Hooper and assistant 
dean of Students for Housing and 
residential life alicia dugas sent 
e-mails to the Kenyon community 
responding to an increase in thefts 
on campus.  
Hooper and dugas sent a 
“Safety alert” e-mail Thursday, 
Sept. 18, which stated that “the 
Office of Campus Safety along with 
the Office of Housing and residen-
tial life would like to draw your col-
lective attention to string of recent 
events regarding thefts of personal 
property from the residential living 
areas as well as on campus.” 
according to the e-mail, pre-
scription medications, a visitor’s 
briefcase, two students’ purses and, 
most recently, a laptop were all re-
ported missing to Campus Safety. 
Hooper sent a second alert to 
students announcing more theft 
incidents four days later, on Sept. 
22. 
“The individual(s), who are 
targeting the campus, do not ap-
pear to spend much time in any 
one location,” Hooper wrote in the 
e-mail. “We have received reports 
that some of the incidents have 
happened while people are in the 
apartment asleep, with the inci-
dents being reported later.”
“Kenyon College as a commu-
nity values trust, relationships and 
community,” the e-mail stated. “We 
hope that as a community everyone 
can come together to stop this from 
happening.” 
“i hope Kenyon is a very safe 
environment,” President S. Georgia 
nugent said, “but students should 
not be overconfident.” 
Bushnell resident Julia Billings 
’11 said 13 prescription pills were 
stolen from her dorm room on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10.  
“i mostly just felt violated,” she 
said. “i also just felt kind of scared, 
because i didn’t realize that some-
one could come into my room and 
do that without me knowing.” 
Billings filed a complaint with 
administration reflects on storm
see STorm, page 3
By auGuST STeiGmeyer
Staff Writer
after a week of reflection, Ken-
yon faculty and staff have determined 
what worked during the power out-
age and what needs improvement. 
Future blackouts are a possibility, 
President S. Georgia nugent said. 
“Certainly Gambier loses power 
more often than any other place 
i’ve ever lived,” said nugent, who 
has established some changes in the 
event of a potential campus-wide 
loss of power. 
 “i have been asking everyone on 
the senior staff and the people who 
are on the ground, like the manager 
of the bookstore, to just write down 
their thoughts about what went well 
or what did not go well so we can 
plan for the future,” nugent said. 
One of the major consider-
ations is the effectiveness of various 
forms of communication during the 
blackout. 
“We’re looking into what low-
tech options are available,” nugent 
said.  The informational whiteboards 
posted inside the Olin library atri-
um and outside of Peirce Hall were 
“amazingly successful,”  nugent said, 
while other methods of communica-
tion reached few students, if any. 
The College only used the emer-
gency cell phone message system 
monday, Sept. 15, for technical and 
policy-related reasons, according to 
nugent. She said the College was 
aware that students with Verizon 
cell phones did not have service and 
therefore “wondered about the ef-
ficacy of things that would inform 
some students and not others.” 
nugent said the College had also 
“promised students that we wouldn’t 
use that service unless there would 
be a danger of life and limb. While 
this was very inconvenient, it didn’t 
seem to be playing out as a dangerous 
situation.” nugent said the College 
will revisit the option of using the 
emergency cell phone response and 
may change its policy. 
alicia dugas, assistant dean of 
students for Housing and residen-
tial life, said walkie-talkies could 
improve communication. accord-
ing to dugas, res-life will put in a 
budget for the two-way radios that 
would allow Community advisors 
to remain in contact with each other 
on one frequency and receive updates 
by switching to the campus safety or 
local emergency response channels. 
dugas said that during this power 
outage, res-life staff “mainly had to 
go by word of mouth.”
according to nugent, the Cas 
were a “crucial” form of “low-tech” 
communication. She said the Cas 
“served as a kind of communication 
tree,” in that they could all meet at 
one place and then disperse to give 
students updates on the situation. 
according to dugas, the Office of 
Housing and residential life has 
asked the Cas to “analyze their own 
actions during this event.”
matt Troutman, assistant direc-
tor for residential life, said that “a 
lot of the communication in the quad 
went well,” but that there is room for 
improvement. 
Some Cas received information 
via cell phone, but Troutman said 
that he would like to create a “per-
son-to-person” call tree in which one 
person who learns new information 
can inform the next person on the list 
“face-to-face.” 
Capital campaign 
continues on schedule
see Campaign, page 4
By elizaBeTH d’arCy
Staff Writer
“We are Kenyon: The drive for 
excellence” is a comprehensive and 
ambitious multi-year fundraising 
campaign through which the College 
hopes to raise over $230 million for 
endowment and capital projects. 
The campaign, which began 
on July 1, 2005 and will continue 
through 2011, will allow Kenyon to 
invest in new facilities and programs, 
improve teaching and learning at the 
College, and allocate more money 
for financial aid and scholarships, ac-
cording to Sarah Kahrl, vice president 
for college relations. The campaign, 
which has raised $142.3 million as 
of June 30, 2008, is the largest un-
dertaken by any private liberal arts 
college in Ohio. 
“We are right where we an-
ticipated we would be,”  President 
S. Georgia nugent said. “We have 
balanced out our goals along a time-
line and we have been meeting those 
goals.” 
The College has identified three 
main categories where funds will be 
directed: $126 million for total en-
dowment, $80 million for facilities 
and $24 million for annual funds.
“Colleges undertake multi-
year campaigns to raise funds when 
alumni can galvanize around a goal,” 
Kahrl said. “This campaign is ambi-
tious; our goal is double what the 
last campaign’s goal was. We felt we 
needed to do it to build the College’s 
endowment and necessary facilities 
and believe that we have the gifts to 
make it possible.” 
Keny on’s  l a st  camp a i g n , 
“Claiming Our Place,” raised $116 
million. Half of the funds went to 
endowment and the other half to 
construction, including the science 
quad and the eaton Center.
a comprehensive planning 
process for this campaign began in 
2004. Work groups composed of 60 
students and faculty members met 
to discuss what programs would be 
most beneficial.
“The dollar amounts were based 
on the feasible support we expected 
to receive,” Kahrl said. “The work 
groups and campus conversations 
centered around core values at 
Kenyon—teaching , the student 
experience and access to a Kenyon 
education.” 
The student body participated 
in a detailed survey of campaign 
priorities, and elected members of 
the student body, alumni groups, fac-
ulty committees and administration 
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Kenyon aims to make campus more accessible
Kenyon plans to continue 
improving accessibility on campus 
by constructing new buildings and 
renovating others in accordance 
with Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) standards. Though the 
College has attempted to create 
a more accessible campus during 
the last few years, Ransom Hall, 
Middle Path and other, older build-
ings remain handicap inaccessible. 
Ransom Hall
One of the most significant ac-
cessibility issues on campus is Ran-
som Hall, which is located centrally 
on campus and houses the Office of 
Admissions. The admissions office is 
the first part of the College shown to 
prospective students and their fami-
lies. Ransom Hall, however, faces 
numerous accessibility issues due to 
its age and architectural style.  
“One of the main issues is the 
configuration and architecture of 
this historical building,” Greg Buck-
les, director of admissions, said. “It 
is a fairly complicated building to 
make handicap accessible.”
Ransom Hall offers no entrance 
that would be handicap accessible 
due to the steps that flank both the 
front door and the side door, ac-
cording to Buckles. The bathrooms 
in the building are downstairs, creat-
ing another accessibility issue. The 
bathrooms are not ADA-compliant 
and do not provide enough room for 
wheelchair access.
There have been cases with pro-
spective students in which alternate 
spaces were needed to accommodate 
certain accessibility issues, accord-
ing to Buckles. The admissions office 
utilizes the library atrium, where 
students with accessibility needs can 
have an admissions interview if they 
cannot enter Ransom Hall. 
The Accessibility Review Com-
mittee (ARC) has pinpointed Ran-
som as a major accessibility issue on 
campus, according to Erin Salva, 
coordinator of disability services. 
The College plans to make the build-
ing accessible, and money has been 
set aside for the project, according 
to Buckles. There are numerous 
other projects, however, that are 
taking precedence, as well as other 
obstacles, he said. 
The Office of the Registrar cur-
rently takes up space needed to make 
the building accessible, according 
to Salva. Presently, however, there 
is no space for the registrar’s office 
to move. Additionally, the existing 
office takes top priority, according 
to Buckles. 
The Admissions Office has 
been logging when accessibility has 
been an issue for a student or for a 
student’s family when visiting cam-
pus. Making the building accessible 
is one of the admissions office’s high-
est priorities, according to Buckles. 
Salva is concerned that the lack of 
accessibility might send the wrong 
message to prospective students.
“I think admissions is the gate-
way to campus,” she said. “So when 
a student comes and either they or 
their family member is handicapped 
and they have to sit outside on 
Ransom Lawn, it sends a very bad 
message. You know we can always 
move the interview to the library, 
and typically that is what they do, 
but the message is: ‘this isn’t going to 
be easy. It is not an open door.’” 
Middle Path
Middle Path is one of Kenyon’s 
largest challenges in becoming a 
more accessible campus. Accord-
ing to the Kenyon College ADA 
Study completed in 2002, Middle 
Path affects the general ability to 
easily move around campus. The 
study provided an analysis of many 
of the accessibility issues that the 
Kenyon campus faced at the time 
and acknowledged that to be truly 
accessible, Middle Path would need 
to be addressed. 
The study proposed a plan for 
resurfacing parts of Middle Path 
to allow for wheel chairs while 
still keeping part of the path filled 
with dirt and gravel. Though the 
timeframe on the study has expired, 
Middle Path remains a central acces-
sibility issue on campus, according 
to Salva.  
“Middle Path is our worst 
nightmare,” Salva said. “Even for 
able-bodied students, it can be dif-
ficult to manage. It becomes a huge 
issue to try to walk down Middle 
Path when it is muddy or snowy, let 
alone in a wheelchair.” 
Some students, however, are 
concerned about any changes to such 
an integral part of the campus. 
“ I  w a s  a t 
Wo o s t e r  l a s t 
weekend, and I 
missed the feel 
and the  sound 
of Middle Path 
when I  walked 
aro un d  th ere ,” 
Camila Odio ’11 
said. “It made me 
sad to not have 
that sensation. I 
could not imagine Kenyon without 
it.” 
No current plans are being dis-
cussed involving resurfacing Middle 
Path, according to Salva, but the 
ARC is trying to raise awareness 
of the issue and the effect it has on 
those with accessibility issues. 
Old Buildings
Many of the buildings on cam-
pus, including all of the current 
residence halls, were built before 
ADA compliance was mandatory. 
As a result, most of the dormitories 
and academic building on campus 
are not handicap accessible in any 
way. The only handicap accessible 
dormitories on campus are Caples 
and McBride residences, according 
to Salva. There is also one handicap 
accessible Taft Cottage, as well as 
an accessible Bexley apartment. All 
other residences require steps into 
the building and possess no accept-
able bathrooms.
“If I am a student in a wheel-
A ramp was recently added to the Parish House in an effort to improve accessibiliity.
DAN GROBERG
BY ALExANDRA KIRSCH
Staff Writer
AVI forced 
to bake 
in Ernst, 
Gund
Although the newly renovated 
Peirce Hall features a larger area for 
preparing foods, the kitchen does 
not currently have enough room 
to house the baking facilities, ac-
cording to Tacci Smith, associate 
dean of students. The AVI staff is 
presently using the baking equip-
ment in Ernst Center to continue 
daily baking operations, Smith 
said. Operations will move to Gund 
Commons upon the demolition 
of Ernst. 
In addition to Peirce not hav-
ing enough counter space, AVI staff 
did not install the large mixer nec-
essary for the employees to bake in 
Peirce because there is not enough 
physical space in the kitchen.  
“ We had a short transition 
period to Peirce,” Dennis Bean, in-
terim director of AVI and director 
of culinary operations, said. “We 
didn’t have a lot of time to properly 
plan out the placement of things. 
We’re still in the process of working 
out placement of things.”
As the College plans to demol-
ish the Ernst building sometime 
this fall, the continued use of Ernst 
is not a possibility. The Gund 
Commons kitchen, however, will 
remain intact and the kitchen will 
be utilized as an extension of Peirce, 
according to Bean.
“We are currently baking in 
Ernst,” he said. “With the demoli-
tion of Ernst, we are going to be 
moving the bakery to Gund.” 
Another strategy to alleviate 
the space issues of Peirce would 
have been to bake during off-hours, 
when there is less activity. This 
plan, however, would require AVI 
employees to work different hours 
than they have in the past. 
This plan was not put into 
place in order to accommodate the 
workers by maintaining their previ-
ous working hours. 
AVI management has proposed 
the plan to bakers, but they have 
chosen not to accept it, according to 
Smith.  Management “would rather 
keep them as bakers, because they 
are really good, instead of forcing 
them to change hours,” he said. 
“That will allow us to keep 
the bakers with the current hours 
they’ve been working for the past 
ten years,” Bean said.  
AVI hopes to eventually move 
baking operations to Peirce, accord-
ing to Bean. 
“The Peirce kitchen has the ca-
pabilities for baking,” he said, “but 
until the employees get adjusted to 
the building, it makes more sense 
for them to bake in Gund where 
they can spread out,” he said. 
BY ELANA CARLSON
Staff Writer
We need ... to 
open our campus to a 
wider constituency.
- Jean Blacker
chair and I want to go visit Old 
Kenyon, someone is going to have to 
carry me up those steps,” Salva said. 
“I can get into the lower lounge area 
through  the boiler room, but to visit 
a friend. I can only visit lower levels 
and lower lounges. It is bigger than 
just providing accessible rooms.” 
Caples Residence Hall contains 
a handicap accessible suite with a 
handicap bathroom and another 
room for students who need a helper 
to live with them, according to 
Alicia Dugas, assistant dean of stu-
dents for Housing and Residential 
Life. The spaces currently devoted 
to being handicap accessible are 
not being used in that manner, and 
there is not a current need for more 
handicap accessible rooms, accord-
ing to Salva. 
 “Everybody would agree as 
much as possible that we need to 
preserve the traditional architecture 
on campus while making it more ac-
cessible in order to open our campus 
to a wider constituency,” Professor of 
French Jean Blacker said. 
New Buildings
All of Kenyon’s newer buildings 
are being built according to ADA 
standards of accessibility. With the 
number of new buildings on the Ke-
nyon campus, including the Science 
Quadrangle, the Kenyon Athletic 
Center and other academic houses, 
accessibility has been addressed, 
according to Salva. 
The renovation of Peirce, which 
was listed as one of the main con-
cerns in the 2002 
study, has made 
campus much 
more accessible, 
Salva said. 
T h e  n e w 
residence halls 
a r e  a l s o  i n -
t en d e d  t o  b e 
fully handicap 
accessible and 
will be the first 
dormitories on campus to be fully 
accessible. The proposed designs 
for the new residence halls being 
built on south campus are entirely 
handicap accessible, according to 
Dugas. Each of the residence halls 
will have ramps that make the front 
door accessible from Middle Path. 
They will also have elevators that 
allow travel from between floors 
and a handicap accessible bathroom 
on each floor.
The new residence halls would 
free up space in all of the other resi-
dence halls and alleviate the housing 
shortage, according to Dugas. This 
would allow for construction to 
improve accessibility. Presently, no 
construction could be completed on 
the older residence halls because all 
of the rooms are in use. 
“That is what is so difficult,” 
Salva said. “With all of the build-
ings that are going on, I think that 
we are in a bit of a hold pattern s 
with the new buildings going up. 
Everything is dependent. There is a 
domino effect.”
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Comedian to 
inaugurate Peirce Pub
Michael Palascak is about as 
new as a touring comedian can 
be, having graduated college just 
four years ago. He is also a bit of a 
mystery. While Time Out Chicago’s 
Steve Heisler described him as 
“Peter Deadpan” in an April 2008 
feature, Palascak disagrees with 
this assessment of his style. When 
asked about it, he “usually just says 
it’s really funny.” 
 As for the Peter Deadpan 
remark, it is true that Michael 
Palascak still lives with his parents 
at 26, but he has employed his 
wit to make this a part of his very 
personal stand-up routine, one 
that has already earned him the 
Chicago Reader’s Critic’s Pick for 
Best of Chicago 2008 Stand-Up.
He talks about himself in a 
routine that includes not only 
details about his home life but his 
struggles in the job market and 
his life at Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, OH, where he majored 
in English. He credits his English 
major with helping him achieve his 
dream of becoming a comedian. 
“I spend a lot of time reading 
books by really good writers, and 
that helps my writing, which helps 
doing stand-up,” he said.
In some ways he makes him-
self sound like the average stand-
up comic. He admires the zaniness 
of Mitch Hedberg , the conversa-
tional flow of Jerry Seinfeld and 
the social depth of Lenny Bruce 
and Bill  Hicks. So where does 
he fall on the spectrum between 
entertainer and critic?
“Starting out, it was more like 
I just wanted to get better at it, 
not necessarily that I was doing 
this to make a statement or purely 
for entertainment,” he said. “If I 
want to say something important, 
I’ll know how to do it and make 
it really funny, or if I want to say 
something really stupid I’ll be able 
to do that really well. That open-
ness has always been my main goal. 
Some people sit down and say, ‘this 
is what I want to do.’ I wanted 
to focus on being funny before I 
focused on other things.”
Watching past performances 
on the Internet makes it  clear 
that funniness—sometimes from 
stock jokes, sometimes off-the-
cuff—abounds. His humor seems 
to be driven by softness, subtlety 
and a certain gnomish clippedness 
that leaves fragments of speech 
hanging ironically in the air. The 
phrase for it is a certain je ne sais 
quoi. There is charisma here. There 
is also childishness. It seems at 
times unformed. One thing is 
certain—he is fresh. 
Michael Palascak will be giv-
ing the first-ever performance in 
the new Peirce Pub at 7:00 p.m. 
this Friday, Sept. 26.
By JOHn CrAIn
Staff Writer
Visiting Mesaros Art Fund 
Artist Per Formo’s work seeks to 
“combine a sense of logical neces-
sity with an obsession with visual-
ity,” according to his artist state-
ment. Formo, a prominent norwe-
gian painter, will be presenting his 
work in Higley Auditorium this 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 and speaking on 
art in norway on Thursday, Oct. 2 
in Olin Auditorium. Drawing on 
abstract artists such as Ellsworth 
Kelly, Frank Stella and Sol LeWitt, 
Formo combines geometric shapes 
and forms with bright reds, greens, 
yellows and blues, describing his 
own work as “classical modern-
ism.” The result is a rare display 
that highlights the act of seeing 
in both an informational  and 
extraordinary way. 
“For me, the act of seeing 
is a sensation in two meanings: 
as sense information, including 
how this is processed in the brain 
into a coherent and recognizable 
visual world, and as extraordinary 
experience: epiphany/revelation, 
ecstacy, meditation, self-forget-
ting ,” Formo said.
Formo wishes to make the 
viewer struggle with what they 
are seeing. He said that viewing is 
not something natural but instead 
“something we do, something we 
make.” 
In order to do this, Formo 
follows a strict set of rules while 
painting. Working almost exclu-
sively with groups of paintings 
at once, Formo bases the group 
around a single form or shape 
and then expounds and changes 
the form throughout the series, 
keeping it the same throughout, 
yet combining different colors 
and forms around it to create a 
distinctive effect in each painting 
within the series. 
“I consider the act of making 
paintings and looking at them 
to be like laboratory experiments 
that can tell us things about the 
world, ourselves and life outside 
the laboratory,” Formo said.
Formo, who was orig inally 
tra ined in classica l  g uitar and 
renaissance lute,  bring s a  new 
perspective to Kenyon’s already 
diverse art world. Formo has been 
commissioned to create several 
public art pieces and to oversee 
multiple art initiatives and proj-
ects. Painting, drawing, wall paint-
ing and printing on silk screen are 
Formo’s main media. 
Formo will be on campus from 
Saturday, Sept. 27 to Sunday, Oct. 
5, presenting his work on Tuesday, 
Sept. 30 in Higley Auditorium 
at 7:00 p.m. and speaking on art 
in norway on Thursday, Oct. 2 
in Olin Auditorium at 4:30 p.m. 
For more information, visit the 
Kenyon Art Department’s Web 
site or e-mail Professor of Art 
Barry Gunderson at gunderson@
kenyon.edu.
norwegian painter visits campus
By BEn MCMILLAn
Staff Writer
Visiting comedian Michael Palascak  
HTTP://WWW.MICHAELPALASCAK.COM/
Whether students are working out at the KAC, poring over their books at the library or chilling in their 
dorms, iPods are a part of this campus. We decided to find out what you are listening to on those little con-
traptions. As a recurring feature, we will ask three Kenyon students what they are listening to and why.
Peter Certo ’10
“Raga Bhimpalasi” 
 ravi Shankar
Why: “The melody fits nicely 
with the lilting trajectory of my 
attention.”
Mike Vanacor ’09 
“Para Todos Todo” (live) 
Manu Chao
Why: “This song talks a lot about 
justice, and I am reading about 
religion.”
Anita Mallya ’09
“My Love is Pink” 
Suga Babes
Why: “I like fast songs when I 
walk because it gets me 
going.”
Pod Profiles
By BOB DOrFF, DESIGn By DAnIEL STrEICHEr
Thursday, Sept. 5
Burton D. Morgan Lectureship 
Series featuring Pierce E. Scranton 
Jr., MD ’68 P ’97
11:10 a.m.
Olin Auditorium
Book signing by Burton D. Morgan 
lecturer Pierce E. Scranton Jr., MD 
’68 P ’97
4:00 p.m.
Kenyon College Bookstore
“The Devil in Dover—Evolution 
and Creationism On Trial” 
Lecture and Discussion with Lauri 
Lebo
7:00 p.m.
Brandi recital Hall
Friday, Sept. 6
“A Physicist on Mars” by Dr. Geof-
frey A. Landis, nASA John Glenn 
research Center (Physics Collo-
quium Series)
3:10 p.m.
Franklin Miller Jr. Lecture Hall
Comedian: Michael Palascak
7:00 p.m.
Peirce Pub
Film Screening of The Shape of 
Water
7:30 p.m.
Higley Auditorium
Saturday, Sept. 7
Kum-Kum Bhavnani on Shaping 
Transnational Feminisms: Shifting 
Development
9:00 a.m.
Higley Auditorium
Santa Barraza on Las mujeres nobles 
de la frontera/ noble Women of the 
Borderlands
5:30 p.m.
Higley Auditorium
Taylor Concert Series: La Gene 
D’Orfeo
8:00 p.m. 
rosse Hall Auditorium
This weekend in A&E
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ings would be constructed,” ap-
prove  the  Co l le g e  c omm itte e 
that grants professors tenure and 
have made deci-
sions such as es-
tablishing that 
“faculty salaries 
s h o u l d  r e a c h 
a certain level 
compared on a 
national level” 
and implement-
ing  proxim it y 
cards.  
“The 
Board’s decisions do affect the 
College as a whole,” Nugent said, 
“and so naturally they affect the 
students.” 
Kenyon’s Board of Trustees 
is comprised of 37 individuals, 
including President Nugent and 
many College alumni. Accord-
ing to Nugent, the board is self-
perpetuating ; trustees nominate 
possible members and votes on 
incoming members. 
Storm: Res-Life 
evaluates response
Troutman also said that CAs 
should have met on Sunday instead 
of on Monday, so that they could 
have relayed information about 
classes and homework earlier. 
“A lot of residents were frus-
trated because no one could give 
them definite answers,” Troutman 
said. “Some just didn’t like the an-
swer they were getting so they kept 
asking, but we can’t speak for all the 
professors.” 
In the future, there should be set 
meeting times and places to inform 
students as quickly as possible, Trout-
man said. 
Dugas said students should 
prepare themselves for another large 
power outage with a “small emer-
gency kit” that includes a flashlight 
and batteries. She said that the Col-
lege “did provide some flashlights, 
but it’s not realistic to provide for 
everyone.” 
Nugent said a few essential 
buildings on campus, including 
Campus Safety, had power by means 
of generators. The College is looking 
into purchasing another generator 
after parts of campus, including 
the Acland Apartments, remained 
without power for days after it was 
restored to most of campus, accord-
ing to Nugent. 
As soon as power was restored 
to Campus Safety, the office sent its 
generator to Aclands to provide the 
residents with limited electricity. 
The Kenyon College Board 
of Trustees is meeting in Gambier 
on Oct. 24 and 25 for its annual 
fall meeting, at which the Trustees 
will dedicate Peirce Hall and dis-
cuss the College’s budget for the 
2009-2010 academic year.  
The specific agenda for the 
meetings is not yet complete, ac-
cording to President S. Georgia 
Nugent, but she said the Trustees 
always discuss the budget during 
fall meetings. 
“The Board of Trustees essen-
tially has the ultimate responsibil-
ity for the College,” Nugent said. 
“They have not only the fiscal and 
financial responsibility; they have 
the oversight of governance.” 
The Board meets in Gam-
bier twice annually to evaluate 
the  overa l l  administration of 
the College, Nugent said.  “The 
Board makes policy decisions of 
By DeSIReé VODOuNON
Staff Writer
“Someone checked on the 
Acland residents every night and 
asked if they needed anything ,” 
Dugas said. She said the College 
sent e-mails and posted notes on 
the residents’ doors, but the best 
technique was “face-to-face, human 
communication.” 
epsilon Delta Mu member Sa-
vannah Guernsey ’11 lived without 
power in an Acland Apartment until 
Saturday, Sept. 20. 
“The administration has been 
very helpful,” Guernsey said during 
the blackout. “They brought a gen-
erator with a giant extension cord 
with two outlets per apartment, so 
we have a fridge again, [but] my cell 
phone has been perennially out of 
battery, like my iPod.” 
The generator did not provide 
full power to the apartments, how-
ever. 
“We all have to go down to the 
KAC to shower,” she said. “It’s a little 
hard on a sorority.” 
Although Kenyon faculty and 
staff are preparing for another large 
power outage, Dugas said that anoth-
er one of this magnitude is unlikely. 
“We’re preparing, but the reality 
is in twenty years this has never hap-
pened for this long and may never 
again,” she said. 
More small power outages may 
be possible, however, Nugent said. 
“Brief power outages are some-
thing we deal with pretty frequently,” 
she said. “It is something that is just 
going to be endemic to our area.”
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how the College is to be run, and 
the President and her staff enacts 
these decisions,” former trustee 
C o rn e l i a  Ha l -
linan ’76 said. 
Trustees are 
assigned to one 
or two commit-
tees, which cover 
topics including 
i n v e s t m e n t s , 
d ivers it y,  bud-
get, library and 
technolog y and 
b u i l d i n g s  a n d 
grounds. Some trustees also serve 
on a student affairs committee fo-
cused on student life on campus. 
Hallinan said this committee’s 
meetings always include students. 
“It is  important that students 
know that trustees are interested 
in what [students] are saying ,” 
Hallinan said.
Nug ent  s a i d  th e  tr uste e s 
“make the ultimate decision about 
whether, where and when build-
Trustees to dedicate Peirce, 
formulate next year’s budget
T h e  B o a r d ’s 
decisions do affect the 
College as a whole.
-President  
S. Georgia Nugent
September 17, 2008 — September 23, 2008
Sept. 18, :5a.m. — Theft of items from Bexley Place Apartment.  Some 
items later recovered.
Sept. 18, 1:6p.m. — Theft of items from Bexley Place Apartment.  Report 
filed with sheriff ’s office.
Sept. 19, 9:5a.m. — Fire alarm at New Apartments – stove burner left on.
Sept. 19, 10:9a.m. — Theft of bicycle from McBride Residence bike rack. 
Report filed with sheriff ’s office.
Sept. 19, 10:57a.m. — Fire alarm at Taft Cottages caused by steam from the 
shower.
Sept. 19, 11:56p.m. — underage possession of alcohol at Norton Hall.
Sept. 0, :17a.m. — Theft of items from off-campus student apartment.
Sept. 0, :6a.m. — Report of suspicious persons outside Gambier Grill.
Sept. 0, 5:59p.m. — Medical call regarding student with injured ankle.  Ankle 
was bandaged and will be iced.
Sept. 1, 1:18a.m. — Person trespassing at Bexley Place.
Sept. 1, :49a.m. — Vandalism/item thrown through window at New 
Apartments.  Maintenance notified for repair.
Sept. 1, :9a.m. — underage/intoxicated student at McBride Residence. 
Student transported by squad to the Health Center.
Sept. 1, :5p.m. — Medical call regarding student at Sculpture Studio 
with injured foot.  College Physician was notified and the injured foot was 
bandaged. 
Sept. 1, 4:00p.m. — Medical call regarding student injured in bicycle accident 
on SR 308.  Student transported by squad to the hospital.
Sept. , 8:09p.m. — Reported theft of bicycle from outside Mather Resi-
dence.
Sept. , 1:1a.m. — Tampering with fire equipment – extinguisher missing 
at Mather Residence.
Sept. , 5:01a.m. — Vandalism/trash can turned over at Horn Gallery.
Sept. , 1:0p.m. – Non-injury vehicle accident at ernst Center.
Sept. , 5:59p.m. — Medical call regarding injured visiting soccer player. 
Person transported by squad to the hospital.
Sept. 4, :44a.m. — underage consumption of alcohol at Manning Hall.
Village Record
sense of what students are think-
ing” from reading course evalua-
tions, according to Spaid. 
I d e a l l y , 
administrative 
work produces 
b etter  f acu lt y 
members, Shef-
field said. 
By ser ving 
on both the fac-
ulty and admin-
istration, Sacks 
said he gained 
an understand-
ing and appre-
ciation of both lines of work. 
“Having been away from teach-
ing for a period of time, I now have 
a much fuller appreciation for how 
important that is in my life and how 
much I value the opportunity to 
work with students,” Sacks said. 
Sacks said faculty members 
also learn to appreciate administra-
tors’ work. 
“It’s because we have a good 
administration that you can take 
everything else for granted,” Sacks 
said. 
Sacks said the overlap between 
teaching and administrative work is 
far from a passing trend and it plays 
an important role in the function-
ing of colleges and universities 
nationwide. 
Professor of Art Gregory Spaid 
retired his position as provost 
July 1, 2008. While the College 
searches for a replacement, Profes-
sor of Sociology Howard Sacks is 
delaying his return to teaching to 
ser ve as interim provost. These 
moves are part of a larger trend, in 
which College professors are be-
ing promoted into administrative 
positions. 
 “It’s a good thing for Kenyon 
that people go back and forth,” 
Spaid said. 
By serving as a professor be-
fore working in administration, 
“I’ve gained a ground level under-
standing of what goes on here at 
Kenyon, the dynamics between 
faculty and students and, therefore, 
the needs and interests of those 
constituents,” Sacks said. 
“Faculty members look for 
their leaders to understand their 
perspective,” Associate Provost 
and Professor of Physics Paula 
Turner said. 
Many view administrative 
work as “an opportunity to serve 
the College,” Sacks said. Now in 
an administrative position, Sacks 
said that “it’s gratifying to be in 
a position where you can make 
By MARIKA GARLAND
Staff Writer
things happen.” 
After serving as an adminis-
trator for a longer period of time, 
however,  Sacks 
sa id that many 
feel the pull of 
the classroom. 
“ The chal-
lenges were less 
exciting to  me 
with each year,” 
Spaid said. 
“ I  t h i n k 
w e  a l l  p r e f e r 
teaching. I ’d be 
shocked if any-
one would respond otherwise,” 
Ric Sheffield, associate provost 
and professor of sociolog y and 
legal studies, said. “That’s why 
we’re here.” 
Sacks said that returning to 
teaching gives faculty members the 
opportunity to produce their own 
scholarly work, which demanding 
administrative work often does 
not allow. 
When administrators return 
to the classroom, they do so with 
new skills they acquired through 
administrative work. From review-
ing successful teachers, they learn 
“some of the reasons that they are 
successful,” and can transfer that 
knowledge to their own teaching, 
Spaid said. They also “have a better 
Trend sees professors tackling 
administrative roles
Because we have a 
good administration ... 
you can take everything 
else for granted. 
- Howard Sacks
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Roland. 
“Becoming Greek is not a 
s imple thing ,”  she sa id .  “ The 
pledging process varies between 
groups but involves community 
ser vice, learning of the history 
of the organization, forming of 
bonds with existing members and 
a lot of education and time com-
mitment.”
First years cannot pledge until 
second semester for a reason, ac-
cording to Roland. They should 
enjoy meeting everyone they possi-
bly can and finding the people they 
really want to spend time with. 
“Don’t think about it too 
much now,” she said. “[Do not] 
limit yourself too early.” 
Dean of  Students  Tammy 
Gocial said that she had been 
working with Greek Council for 
the last five months on their new, 
reformed Greek constitution. The 
final version of this document has 
yet to be approved, but Gocial said 
that part of this proposed consti-
tution explains that during fall 
rush there are very few parameters 
concerning time, events, etc. This 
contrasts with spring rush, which 
is only ten days and is generally 
much more formal.
By Henley Cox
Staff Writer
Monday, Sept. 22 marked the 
beg inning of Greek Week, and 
with it the start of fall rush on 
Kenyon’s campus. Fall rush is a 
time for sororities and fraternities 
to recruit upperclassmen who are 
interested in Greek life but did 
not pledge last spring , according 
to Alex Roland ’09, president of 
Greek Council. Rush is also for 
first years to show interest in and 
learn more about Greek life before 
second semester, and with it spring 
rush and pledging, begins. 
Roland said she is “expecting 
fall rush to be bigger this year that 
it’s ever been before.”
“I’m not really sure if I want to 
pledge a sorority yet, but I’m look-
ing forward to taking this time to 
get to know more people who are 
involved in Greek life,” Mary Myers 
’12 said. “Right now, I’m kind of in 
the dark about how this stuff works, 
so hopefully fall rush will answer 
some of my questions.”
During rush, sororities and 
fraternities look for energetic stu-
dents who are willing to commit 
to their organization, according to 
Greeks recruit new members
David Foster Wallace, a re-
nowned author whose Kenyon 
commencement speech in 2005 
was hailed by students, teachers 
and parents alike, committed 
suicide on Friday, Sept. 12 at his 
home in Claremont, CA. Accord-
ing to a New York Times report, 
a spokeswoman 
for the Clare-
mont police said 
Wallace’s wife, 
Karen Gre en, 
returned home 
to find that her 
h u s b a n d  h a d 
hanged himself. 
Wallace was 46 
years old.
Wallace was 
best known for 
his work Infinite 
Jest, a sprawling 1076-page satire 
on the workings of the modern 
United States. 
Wallace addressed the gradu-
ating class of 2005. 
David Foster Wallace 
commits suicide
By Henley Cox
Staff Writer
kenyonreview.org
Fall rush lasts throughout the 
fall semester, and often consists 
of parties held for upperclassmen 
only. This year, however, Roland 
said that they want to get more first 
years involved, and Greek Council 
plans to hold more parties that 
are open to everyone. This Friday, 
Sept. 26, Greek Council will be 
hosting a barbeque as part of the 
Greek Week events. This will be 
open to first years and, according 
to Roland, will be “a great opportu-
nity for them to get their questions 
answered and to meet more people 
who are Greek.”
Rush rules ban alcohol from 
rush events, according to Gocial, 
and she does not expect there to 
be a problem concerning drinking 
during rush. 
“If there is any sort of formal, 
stated event, [then] it would occur 
without alcohol as consistent with 
other rushing weeks,” she said. 
Gocial also said that she does 
not expect any problems with haz-
ing, an occurrence more commonly 
associated with pledging
“Hazing would actually be 
antithetical to what these Greek 
organizations are trying to do,” 
she said. 
“not only was the speech just 
really powerful and moving, as well 
as being funny, but he really used the 
brief time he was here to touch a lot 
of Kenyon lives,” President S. Georgia 
nugent said. “It’s been called the best 
commencement speech in history.”
Wallace struggled with severe 
depression throughout his life and 
had been medicated for depression 
for the past twenty years, accord-
ing to Wallace’s 
obituary published 
in the Times .  In 
June 2007, Wal-
lace began to suffer 
side effects from 
the drugs and, at 
a  d o c t o r ’s  s u g -
gestion, stopped 
taking them, the 
Times  reported. 
The depression re-
turned, however, 
and no other treat-
ment was successful.
Wallace’s death was a “terrible 
loss,” nugent said.  “[He was] one of 
the finest young writers we’ve had in 
a long time.”  
Theft: 
Student 
property 
stolen
the College and with the Knox 
County Sheriff ’s office. 
“ The sheriff said that he 
probably was not going to be able 
to find the person [who] stole my 
pills,” Billings said. 
“I think someone or people 
have decided to do something 
pretty disrespectful and harmful 
to the community,” she said, “and 
now it definitely is a false sense [of 
security].” 
Billings said her roommate’s 
laundry bag was also recently sto-
len and that she now always locks 
her doors. 
Additional reporting by Sarah 
Queller.
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Campaign: Aim to double aid endowment
officials were also involved in shaping 
priorities, according to Kahrl. College 
trustees then identified and improved 
the top priorities: teaching, new art 
facilities and investment in campus 
buildings, Kahrl said. 
The College hopes to double its 
endowment through the campaign. 
endowed programs include student 
research programs, faculty develop-
ment, international programs and 
financial aid. The highest priority of 
this campaign, with a goal of $70 mil-
lion, is a substantial increase in funds 
for financial aid and scholarships. 
The goal for financial aid is the largest 
in Kenyon history. This increase will 
generate more than $3 million in new 
annual revenue. To date, more than 
$44 million has been raised for this 
priority, according to Kahrl.
“The campaign includes a num-
ber of endowed professorships and es-
sentially that means a faculty member’s 
salary is supported by campaign gifts,” 
nugent said. “Whenever you move 
a salary line onto the endowment 
you are taking it off the operating 
budget, which means more funds are 
available for all kinds of instructional 
purposes.”
The campaign also hopes to 
support and expand learning oppor-
tunities at Kenyon through a number 
of different initiatives. The goal for 
endowment to enhance excellence in 
teaching and learning is $87 million. 
It includes expanding student research 
programs, supporting professors and 
faculty development, building a new 
home for the visual arts and creating 
the Center for the Study of American 
Democracy. 
The Center for the Study of 
American Democracy will sponsor 
conferences and lectures on campus 
by scholars, policy experts and civic 
and business leaders. It will support 
research, faculty-student projects and 
curricular enrichment. Ultimately, 
the Center will stimulate political 
dialogue.
The third central priority of this 
campaign, Kahrl said, is to strengthen 
unity at Kenyon by restoring impor-
tant campus buildings and landmarks. 
The buildings that will be focused on 
From page 1
during this campaign include new art 
facilities, student residences, Peirce 
Hall, the Town Center Fund and the 
Health Center. 
It will also protect Kenyon’s 
rural surroundings by investing 
$4 million in the Philander Chase 
Corporation, which seeks to pre-
serve Gambier’s rural and natural 
beauty. The money will be spent on 
land trusts to prevent commercial 
development.
“every aspect of the campaign 
directly or indirectly improves the 
experience for students,” nugent 
said.
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College refurnishes dormitory lounges
By RiChaRd wylde
Features Editor
Students in four of Kenyon 
College’s residence halls now have 
another reason to leave their rooms 
to go and sit on the luxurious new 
furniture in their lounges. with 
leather couches and glossy, wooden 
tabletops,  each loung e a lmost 
looks like a hotel lobby or a busi-
ness-class lounge at an airport.
This summer, a group of fac-
ulty and students, headed by alicia 
dugas, the assistant dean of stu-
dents for housing and residential 
life, worked together in picking 
out new furniture and fabrics for 
Norton, lewis, Manning and Bush-
nell lounges. The group was largely 
made up of students who stayed at 
Kenyon over the summer.
according to dugas, every 
year, the Office of Residential 
life puts out a Quality of life 
survey where students can respond 
to what they did or did not like 
about their living space at Kenyon. 
with that survey, and talking to 
students and administrators, Res 
life decided to replace some of 
the old furniture. Replacement of 
furniture occurs on what dugas 
calls “a ten-year cycle,” ten years 
being the average lifespan of most 
Kenyon equipment. according to 
dugas, no mattress on campus is 
more than two to three years old.
The furniture itself was pur-
chased from Connell’s, a Mount 
Vernon furniture and mattress 
retailer, and cost Kenyon about 
$32,000.
“we wanted to have industrial-
use furniture, because the lounges 
get so much use. it’s used for talk-
ing, eating, sleeping, watching TV 
... whatever happens in your living 
room times 180,” said dugas
“it’s very nice, and very com-
fortable,” said Justin Barini-Rivers 
’12. “The [old] cushions would al-
ways fall out, and there would be so 
much stuff inside, like crackers.”
The furniture replacement 
budget receives $10 per student 
every semester, which equals about 
$32,000 a year. This money usually 
goes toward replacing old beds, 
desks, armoires and bookshelves. 
There was a small amount left over 
in the budget from last year, and 
that along with money from other 
Kenyon utility budgets paid for the 
furniture. There is usually a storage 
unit to draw from in replacing old 
or damaged furniture, but because 
of over enrollment, every spare 
piece of furniture has been used 
to fill extra room.
 except for a few exceptionally 
old pieces, almost no furniture 
was thrown away in refurnishing 
the lounges. Furniture from Man-
ning was given to the Phi Kappa 
Sigma lounge, while the furniture 
from Bushnell, lewis and Norton 
were given to many of the student 
houses on campus, such as Murnen, 
Spade and Forman houses.
PhOTOS By RiChaRd wylde
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Student speaks on accessibility 
BY tORY GRuBBS
Guest Columnist
BY LILY KAIzER
Guest Columnist
Kenyon Lament: a first year’s perspective
For those of you who know 
me, you know that I have spent a 
fair amount of time with a massive 
plaster boot cemented to one of 
my feet. You’ve heard me clinking 
around campus on two metal poles 
and love to tell me how different I 
look during the rare months when 
I am walking upright on two feet. 
For those of you who don’t 
know me, it is my hardcore lifestyle 
that has caused me to break so 
many bones: attempting to throw a 
tennis ball further than any tennis 
ball has ever flown before, chasing 
Paul Rutherford ’10 around Milk 
Cartons and walking down a flight 
of stairs while trying to do the im-
possible—talk on my cell phone. 
Yes, I have broken my foot once a 
year for three years in a row now, 
but fortunately—knock on wood, 
everyone—2008 has been delight-
fully cast-free.
I  say fortunately not only 
because of a lack of pain and the 
morbid embarrassment of being 
the most uncoordinated person 
in Gambier, if not all of Ohio, but 
also because of the fact that Ken-
yon’s campus, to put it eloquently, 
is miserable to crutch around on 
and, though improvements are be-
ing made, the College has a lot to 
improve in order to become a truly 
accessible campus. Spending time 
on crutches has given me a new-
found appreciation for what life 
is like for the truly handicapped 
individuals at Kenyon.
the first issue the College 
must address is that of mobility. 
Both of the years I was broken 
on campus, I was lucky enough to 
have had access to a car. Without 
this luxury, I would have had to 
leave a good two hours early for 
class and lifted weights for the 
strength to crutch across campus. 
I’ve heard one positive thing from 
a student this year who has had 
security drive him to class, yet this 
is not the solution to this issue of 
mobility. A few designated golf 
carts or vehicles reserved for stu-
dents who need them— whether 
this be their entire time at Kenyon, 
a month or a few weeks—would 
make a huge difference. Ideally, 
there would also be set rules and 
regulations about the use of these 
vehicles  by students with dis -
abilities that would align both the 
wishes of the school with the needs 
and comforts of the students.
In addition to vehicles, park-
ing spots are also essential. there 
is currently a severe lack of handi-
capped parking as well as buildings 
with no such parking at all. Park-
ing passes should also be easier to 
acquire and renew. It is unreason-
able and a waste of one’s already 
limited strength to be required to 
make the trip to both the Safety 
office and to the Health Center to 
renew a pass every 14 days, which 
is the current policy.
there needs to be an elevator 
in every academic building and 
dormitory. Walking up Ascension’s 
narrow, steep stairwell to my class 
in Philo last year was terrifying 
and exhausting ; I dreaded it every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
but there was no other option.
W h i l e  i mp ro vem ent s  a re 
needed, this is not to say that Ke-
nyon doesn’t deserve due credit for 
greatly improving its accessibility 
since I was a first-year student. the 
new and renovated buildings such 
as Peirce Hall, O’Connor House 
and the Kenyon Athletic Center 
have undoubtedly been designed 
with accessibility in mind, provid-
ing push buttons for automatic 
doors, elevators and ramps. there 
are people working hard on acces-
sibility issues, and the changes they 
propose can, of course, not happen 
overnight.
I came to Kenyon not for the 
rankings, not for the name, but 
for the unpretentious vibe, the 
wonderful education, the deeply 
rooted traditions, the creative 
people as well as the parties and 
social life. It saddened me upon 
my arrival that many of the stu-
dents were bashing the College 
for its new improvements, claim-
ing that Kenyon was no longer 
Kenyon. While I’m beginning to 
understand the disappointment 
concerning some administrative 
decisions, I think most of the 
hubbub has been blown out of 
proportion by the upperclassmen 
simply because we are at Kenyon 
and hey, we like to exercise our 
opinions. 
Personally, all the melodra-
matic laments I’ve been hearing 
have started to offend me. I came 
to Kenyon because I knew that I 
would fit. that “fit” is something 
so unique. It’s something that, 
after only one month of living 
here, I’ve come to understand. It’s 
playing truth or Dare in Lewis and 
streaking down the hall during the 
blackout, instead of scrambling to 
find light to finish up work. It’s 
biking down to the BFEC on a 
lazy afternoon and taking a dip in 
the Kokosing. It’s having a casual 
discussion about existentialism 
late at night after a frat party. Sure, 
we eat in a fancier dining hall, have 
a variety of choices when it comes 
to the Kenyon sweatpant and oc-
casionally have to swipe our ID’s 
to get into a building, but I assure 
you that the spirit of the place has 
not and will not change. Remem-
ber, class of 2009, we came here for 
the same reasons you did.
Kenyon is a self-selecting sort 
of place. People who apply and 
people who attend understand 
Kenyon’s dynamic appeal and 
believe that they can contribute 
positively to the environment 
in true Kenyon fashion. Most 
of the first-year students I know 
came here because they knew 
they would fit. they knew that 
they could help to perpetuate the 
glory of Kenyon old—or, if we 
must, new.  
Mixed 
messages 
on safety
Accounts of theft have been 
rampant since the recent blackout. 
Many speculated that these oc-
currences were simply part of the 
aftermath to an unfortunate event 
of which people had decided to 
take advantage, but further inci-
dents since the power was restored 
lead us to evaluate the real cause 
of these thefts. 
Any on e  watc h ing 
more than a half-hour 
of CNN news coverage 
can see that we are living 
in uncertain, dangerous 
times. through several 
recent policy changes, the 
College has proven that it 
is aware of the necessity of 
adapting to our changing 
world.
the Board of trustees 
made the wildly unpopular 
decision to install proxy cards to 
limit late-night access to dormito-
ries [Board calls for proxy cards, 
Feb. 14, 2008].  Bob Hooper has 
sent all-student e-mails warning 
students to be more proactive 
about protecting their possessions 
[thefts increase; locking doors 
encourages, Sept 25, 2008].  
And yet doors remain un-
locked.  Students remain con-
vinced that these rules don’t really 
apply to them. Recent events have 
proved them wrong, and it is im-
perative that we understand why 
this clearly inaccurate and poten-
tially damaging worldview persists 
within the campus community.
We at the Collegian believe 
that a significant component of 
the problem is that the College 
is sending mixed messages to 
students about their safety at Ke-
nyon.  Prospective and incoming 
students are still being told over 
and over again that one of the 
endearing benefits of coming to 
Kenyon is that students live in a 
community that is so close-knit 
that they leave their doors un-
locked without fear. 
this may have been true in 
years gone by, but the community 
simply isn’t the same. times are 
changing , and our world is be-
coming a more dangerous place. 
Even our secluded hilltop is not 
immune to these changes.  
If Kenyon wants to allevi-
ate the theft epidemic, we need 
to realize the truths about what 
really goes on in the rest of the 
world, as well as on our campus. 
things get stolen. We need to stop 
telling first-year and prospective 
students that it is okay—even 
encouraged—to keep personal 
spaces unlocked. Lulling students 
into a false sense of security is no 
way to cultivate a safe community. 
We should instead look out for 
one another by encouraging safe 
behavior, thereby insuring that no 
Kenyon student is left a victim of 
the times.
Photo 
not
available
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By Eric Dunn
Guest Columnist  
“The Senior” was the last guy i 
wanted to see the morning after Shock 
your Momma my first year. After a 
public mating ceremony that spanned 
across the dance floor and led to the 
second floor bathroom in Peirce, it 
seemed that everyone knew what was 
happening before it even happened. 
Anyway, the following morning i was 
walking past the tables in Peirce, start-
ing with Psi u, going past the Delt and 
swimmer tables when i saw “The Senior” 
out of the corner of my eye. He was sit-
ting between two of his best girlfriends, 
leaning in to the right and whispering 
while all three were looking at me with a 
head position that made it quite obvious 
that they were whispering about me. The 
slight smile and smirk on his face made it 
apparent that he was pleased with what 
went down the previous night. i was 
watching every detail of our ‘interaction’ 
be unfolded in front of me, and instead 
of making me feel bad, made me feel 
empowered: a “been there, done that” 
feeling instead of  “seriously? What is 
his deal?” i found myself asking ‘why do 
some first years feel that they are taken 
advantage of when they hook up with 
upper classmen?’
At the time i understood how 
a senior could view a first years as 
“untapped”,  ‘new meat’ or a conquest. 
However, i felt differently because in a 
way i used him. After all, when he asked 
me to spend the night, most likely hop-
ing for an early morning “interaction”, i 
flatly refused saying that i had a “4:00 
a.m. hook-up” rule, where i would leave 
at 4:00 no matter the situation. How-
ever, i still found myself questioning if i 
was a conquest in his eyes. Fortunately, 
i didn’t beat myself up too much over 
the situation, and decided to approach 
it head on; i got drunk and went to his 
Bexley and tried to wake him up at 2:00 
AM. it didn’t work out too well, seeing 
how i left with a decreased buzz and a 
discolored hand that was smashed in 
a door.
i eventually did get around to ask-
ing him if i was just a piece of meat, and 
after some discussion we realized how we 
felt about the situation; there was a fair 
amount of sexual tension that needed to 
be resolved. i began thinking about what 
created the sexual tension. Was it because 
he was a senior? Was it because of the 
social contexts that i knew him through? 
Was it because he was a well-known 
and popular person at Kenyon? All i 
knew was that the sexual tension was 
finally relieved.His position as a popular 
senior, and me being a young first year 
would naturally qualify as a situation of 
coercion. Being a young, inexperienced 
first year, i would naturally want to have 
his status or at least be aligned with him, 
and the easiest way to get that would be 
to “interact”. However, that wasn’t the 
situation. it made me realize the stigma 
of upperclassmen “interacting” with 
underclassmen. i understood it, and still 
do, but don’t think that it necessarily 
is a factor in every situation. Granted, 
there are upperclassmen who view first 
years as easy access, easily controlled 
and manipulated, but holders of that 
opinion are rare and those who act on 
those beliefs are even rarer. Maybe it’s 
the fact that i’m gay and this was a gay 
hook-up, but i like to think that orienta-
tion doesn’t factor into the stigma about 
seniors and first years.
Empty Bowls, a project sponsored 
by the Kenyon craft center to raise 
funds and awareness to support the hun-
gry, will host a campus and community-
wide workshop this Saturday, Sept. 27, in 
order to make ceramic bowls to auction 
at the nov. 7 Empty Bowls soup supper. 
All are welcome to attend the pottery-
throwing workshop free of charge and 
no experience is necessary. 
The soup supper includes an auc-
tion of these homemade bowls, all the 
proceeds of which go to raise money 
for a local Mount Vernon charity that 
supports the hungry. Though AVi has 
catering rights, the organization hopes 
to receive, as last year, donations of food 
from the community. The nov. 7 dinner 
will be held in a private dining room in 
Lower Dempsey in Peirce Hall, and 
bowls will have a suggested donation 
price of $8.  
For the first time this year, the 
Empty Bowls dinner will be held in 
collaboration with the Kenyon Review’s 
Writers’ Harvest, a local charitable event 
that has also raised money for the hungry, 
specifically interchurch and the Salvation 
Army. “i think it’s a wonderful progres-
sion to incorporate other forms of art 
like writing and poetry into the event,” 
Audrey Bebensee ‘10 said. “The [Writers’ 
Harvest and Empty Bowls auction] both 
look at raising awareness of art and its role 
in the community by using the art we 
create as an incentive to help those who 
are less fortunate.”  The Writers’ Harvest 
will follow the dinner and include read-
ings and desserts. 
Many bowls will be made by be-
ginners, though others will be donated 
by skilled craftsmen. All will be glazed, 
and the average time involved in creat-
ing each bowl varies between an hour 
and an hour and a half. The bowls vary 
in size between four and 11 inches in 
diametere. Last year’s Parish House event 
saw the auctioning of more than 120 
hand-crafted bowls. 
in further collaboration, the craft 
center and the Kenyon Review plan to 
jointly sponsor a contest for quotations to 
put onto ten special bowls for the auction. 
Further details will be available through 
e-mail or from the craft center. 
By Erin MErSHon
Staff Writer
This week, as students walk 
into Peirce, they are greeted by 
large, brightly colored banners 
that  hera ld  the  b eg inning of 
Greek Week. Greek Week, which 
is held annually, is a week-long 
competition between the dif-
ferent Greek organizations on 
the Kenyon campus—as Alex 
Boivin ‘09 remarked, the Kenyon 
equivalent of Hog warts’ House 
cup competition. 
According to President of 
Greek council Alex roland ‘09, 
“Greek Week this year includes an 
academic competition, a scaven-
ger hunt, a banner competition, 
a water [ pong ] tournament, a 
pie-eating contest, a BBQ and 
bonfire, a Day of Service and the 
a l l- Greek-hosted All- campus 
party.” While Greek Week nor-
mally includes the Greek-orga-
nized Blood Drive, the latter was 
held a week earlier because Greek 
Week was rescheduled. 
not only is  this  week an 
opportunity for the Greek com-
munity at Kenyon to come to-
gether, but it also gives first-year 
students a glimpse of Greek life. 
According to roland, first-years 
are encouraged to explore all the 
organizations before deciding to 
pledge. “Kenyon pledges second 
semester for that very reason,” she 
said. “First years should have a se-
mester to settle in and find their 
place and the people they enjoy 
before they make a big choice like 
pledging an organization.”
roland said that she would 
encourage first years “not [to] 
buy immediately into the ste-
reotypes you hear about who 
joins what organization—certain 
sports teams, etc.—and instead 
to just have fun and meet the 
members and see what works for 
you. … Greek life at Kenyon tends 
to be inclusive, and you do not 
need to start hanging out with 
one particular organization to 
be able to pledge [that organiza-
tion].”
While the majority of events 
during Greek Week are closed 
to non-Greeks, the bonfire and 
Saturday’s party are open to the 
entire campus. “Being Greek isn’t 
something meant to exclude other 
people in the community,”roland 
said. “We hope that [non-Greeks] 
feel comfortable at any events 
thrown by Greeks and feel free 
to talk to us if you feel that some-
thing about the Greek communi-
ty is interfering with campus life.” 
next Saturday, Sept. 27, the Day 
of Service will end Greek Week. 
non-Greeks are also encouraged 
to participate in this event. 
By LinDSAy MEAnS
Features Editor
THURSDAY
6:30 p.m. Pie-Eating contest in Peirce Great Hall, followed by 
Banner Judging
Scavenger Hunt continues
FRIDAY
7:00 p.m. Greek BBQ and Bonfire behind old Kenyon - First years Welcome
Scavenger Hunt continues
SATURDAY
11:00 a.m. Greek Service Day, meet in front of Bookstore
10:00 p.m. All-Greek Party GrEEKS onLy, old Kenyon Lounges
11:00 p.m. All-Greek Party oPEn DoorS, old Kenyon Lounges
The flags of various Greek organizations adorn the Great Hall Balcony. WESLEy KEySEr
Greeks compete, show spirit 
during Greek Week
Greek Week Schedule
craft center sponsors
charity dinner, auction
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Name: Kafui Akakpo ’10
Major: English major, anthropology minor
Tattoo: A Greek symbol for rebirth.  Located on his right wrist, 
the tattoo is circular, and inside is an Aries symbol designed by his 
younger brother.
Interesting detail of tattoo: Kafui’s brother has the same one 
in the exact same place, except that when “joined” together, they 
interlock. Inside his brother’s circular tattoo is symbol for Scorpio, 
which Kafui custom-designed.
Healing process:  “My wrist swelled up like a golf ball, and the swelling went down after a day or 
two.”
First thought of getting a tattoo:  Kafui has wanted that tattoo ever since he was 12 but got it at 18.  
He doesn’t regret it one bit and plans to get another one soon; it will be on his left middle finger, on 
the side, of his grandmother’s name in cursive.
Random fact: “Sometimes I wake up and [am] shocked because I forget that I have a tattoo.”
Name: Risa Griffin ’09
Major: Women’s and gender studies major
Tattoo:  Located on her left shoulder blade, it is a Voodoo symbol 
of Erzulie, goddess of women, mood and passion.
Background of design:  Risa spent a lot of time in Haiti closely 
working with people there and really getting to know the Voodoo 
culture.  She attended some religious rituals and appreciated what 
she learned from them.
Response when people ask about it: “I feel silly when I tell 
people about it because it is too hard to explain; sometimes it’s awkward.”
Tattooing experience:  For Risa, it was very painful and she was told that she bled more than 
normal. It also took longer because the ink kept coming off from all the blood, but Risa says the pain 
was well worth the outcome.
Future tattoos in mind: None for now, because of the excessive bleeding during her first experience.
Name: Bree Payne ’11
Major: A possible English and psychology double major
Tattoo: Ankh, an Egyptian symbol for eternal life located on her 
wrist
Significance to self:  Payne’s uncle was interested in Egyptian 
practices and after he passed away, her whole family did something 
to commemorate him.
The day of:  She was 16 and her father took her to the tattoo 
parlor.  The whole process was quick and simple—15 minutes—
and there was no pain, just a slight discomfort.
Healing process:  Payne was required to wrap it in cellophane and it was gross for her because it 
seemed like the tattoo oozed more pus than normal.
Advice for first-timers: “If you want [a tattoo], make sure it is meaningful.”
A new restaurant opened this year on 
Gilchrist Ave. in Mount Vernon. It sits on a 
relatively empty intersection right next to 
a hotel. It waits for you unremarkably and 
unassumingly. The sign on the front door 
says, in the most confusing way possible, 
“Open Wednesday — Monday, 7:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m.” It is Allison’s Finer Diner, and 
they are closed on Tuesday.
Now, I have been to some tasteless 
restaurants. I have been to restaurants with 
entire wheelbarrows hanging from the 
ceiling, with velvet underwear pinned to 
the wall, with framed life-size pictures of 
transvestites riding tricycles on the beach. 
And yet, more often than not, I have still 
enjoyed my time at these restaurants be-
cause of the quality of the meal. If the food 
is good, any poor decorative choice, any 
hokey theme or bad location or obnoxious 
waiter becomes part of the novelty. “It’s 
such a weird place,” I might say, “but the 
food is fantastic.”
Allison’s Finer Diner is a tasteless 
establishment, not because of its interior 
design—although that applies—but be-
cause throughout my entire sizable meal, 
my taste buds made not a single twitter. It 
serves food that cannot be tasted. It is the 
most boring restaurant I have ever been 
to. Don’t get me wrong. I went into the 
restaurant eagerly and openly. I gave it my 
all. But the idea of The Diner is something 
sacred, something unique to America and 
crucial to its sustaining character. I have 
been to diners all over the country, and no 
matter what, they have all had something 
to praise. They have all had taste and char-
acter—not to mention an unending litany 
of fantastically unhealthy, mouth-water-
ingly inexpensive specials. Allison’s Finer 
Diner, which is closed on Tuesday and past 
3:00 p.m.—diners never close that early! 
— must either change its name or flee the 
scene, because it is not a real diner and it 
sure is not “finer.”
The waitresses are friendly but 
overbearing. I learned everything about 
Suzette’s upcoming weekend, for example, 
and I also learned her opinion of every-
thing I ate before I ate it. According to her, 
the chicken strips, sausage and mushroom 
quiche, fruit bowl, quesadillas and small 
apple pie with ice cream that I ate were all 
“the best you can find, anywhere.”
How wrong she was. I know she 
was just doing her job. She was a good 
nurse, and how could I do anything but 
smilingly consent? How could I tell her, 
from my hospital bed, that the chicken 
strips were massive, unwieldy and utterly 
without taste? That the quiche was mas-
sive, deformed and utterly without taste? 
That the fruit tasted canned, or that the 
quesadillas were barely better than the 
kind my three-year-old niece recently 
learned how to make with peanut butter 
as well as cheese? I couldn’t, so I just kept 
smiling. When she asked me about the pie, 
though, I perked up. The pie was pretty 
good. I liked the pie.
It is like a hospital. The inside is bland 
and sterile—aside from the enormous 
cylindrical fish tank that you almost 
run into when you first enter, or the 
black-and-white pictures on the wall of 
forks and spoons — something akin to a 
morgue framing and mounting pictures 
of coffins. 
Final consensus: Hey, why not? Try 
it out. Just order different things.
—Will Arbery
Imagine your favorite quiche. Per-
fectly fluffy and buttery, moist throughout, 
with a flaky crust that melts in your mouth. 
Now imagine piling ten of those quiches 
on top of one another, compressing them 
in a trash compactor until they had the 
consistency of chalk and then broiling 
them for a week. That would still be better 
than what was deposited on our table. It 
must have been at least six inches thick, 
with virtually no crust to speak of and a 
nasty black rind on top. I ate a few bites so 
as not to offend anybody and then sort of 
spread the rest around my plate.
The first thing about Allison’s Finer 
Diner that caught my eye was the massive 
cylindrical fish tank. Visible through the 
glass doors, this watery prison dominates 
the interior in the ultimate tribute to 
pointless decorations. Elsewhere, famous 
historical photographs sporadically dot 
the walls, as if frantically trying to provide 
some sort of authenticity. But between 
these and the fish tank, it becomes clear 
that Allison’s Finer Diner lacks the key to 
what makes American diners great: a soul. 
It is almost as if the creators were trying to 
emulate something equally ghastly—say, 
Bob Evans—but finally gave up and said, 
“screw it; let’s just install a huge fish tank so 
that maybe they won’t notice.” To be sure, 
after the food came I noticed.
I normally try to stay away from 
seedy-looking diners. They usually smell 
bad and have a clientele that makes me 
feel my mortality. Still, faced with a lack 
of alternatives and desperately hungry, I 
had thought, wrongly, that perhaps this 
time would be different. Allison’s Finer 
Diner is housed in a nondescript building 
with a typically beige exterior and a green 
roof that screams strip mall. Surprisingly, 
despite the generic look, this place is not a 
chain. It is not evil. The people inside are 
nice to a fault. The food is just bad. Really, 
really bad.
The rest of the afternoon played out 
like the cooking freak show it was. The 
chicken fingers looked all right—from fifty 
feet away. Closer inspection revealed that 
they were in fact monstrosities—entire 
deep-fried chicken breasts, roughly the 
size of Stride Rite shoes and about half as 
tasty. Next came the pulled pork sandwich. 
Served on a Wonder Bread bun, this taste-
less heap of pig meat benefited only slightly 
from the huge container of cold barbecue 
sauce on the side. Also included were cold 
onion straws that reminded me of plastic 
and air. The quesadillas were decent, but 
again, largely tasteless. The only good part 
was the ice cream and warm brownie, but 
by that time I had already developed an 
aversion to food, so I didn’t eat it.
At least it was cheap.
Consensus: Try the breakfast.  We 
didn’t get the chance to.
Price $7-$14
—Doug Wieand
The Food, the Bad, and the Ugly
Kenyon Ink: tales behind the tats
Name: Matt Troutman
Title: Assistant Director of Housing and Residential 
Life
Tattoo: A small purple four-leaf clover on the ankle
Why the color choice and design: “I chose it 
because at the time I couldn’t think of anything better 
and it’s purple because that makes it unique.”
Timing: Matt got the tattoo with a bunch of friends 
on one spontaneous day a month after another friend 
initially sparked everyone’s interests.
What he tells people when they ask about it: When 
asked about his four-leaf clover, Matt usually retells 
the story of how his father hadn’t approved of getting 
a tattoo. A year after he got it, Matt accidentally 
exposed it and his father, surprisingly, liked it.
Possible future tattoos:  At first, Matt wanted more 
tattoos because when he got his, not many people had them.  He waited too long and before he knew it, 
it seemed like everyone has tattoos now, so he did not want one anymore.
Advice for first-timers: “Really think about what you are going to get. Although I don’t regret my 
decision, I did not put a lot of thought into mine. Also, never put names.”
Name: Kathleen Williams ’11
Intended major: Studio art
Vivid tattoo description: A bleeding rainbow on 
her left calf, inspired by people sometimes saying that 
“she’s bleeding gay,” and a small “power button,” like 
those found on computers, on her right hand.
Preparation beforehand:  Kathleen has had a 
fascination with tribal and realistic-looking tattoos, 
those that make an extra effort to blend in with the 
skin.  She came up with the design by herself and 
thought after it for a while before she finally got it on 
July of this year.
Significance of tattoo:  The bleeding rainbow, 
she says, represents her coming out, and the power 
button is a special tribute to her former basketball 
coach.
Possible future tattoos:  Kathleen has three more plans in the years to come, each more and more 
extreme. In the near future, she plans to get a tribal thigh cuff and a tribal lesbian symbol on her wrist. 
A graduation gift to herself will be a large tribal phoenix on her back with the wings extending over her 
shoulders and ending at her chest.
Advice to first-timers:  “Make sure you know what you really want and that it fits. Check out your 
artist first and make sure you are comfortable with the place. Also, make sure the artist fully understands 
what you want because it is permanent.”
      Compiled by Vivian Cherng
By WILL ARBERy AND   
DOUG WIEAND
Staff Writers
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, September 25, 2008Thursday, September 25, 2008Features Features 
Gambier 
Grillin’
Lyndon B. Johnson George Washington Gerald Ford John Adams
A yellow one
Japan
Absent without leave Abandonment while on 
leave
Worthington, OH
Gerald Ford
Absent Without 
Leave
a canary
Total Correct One. Zero. Two. One.
Yellow I don’t knowAn ostrich
Japan Japan Japan
Away without leave Absent without leave
No idea. Another town in Ohio Worthington, OH I don’t know
By Richard Wylde and Lindsay Means
What type of bird is 
Big Bird?
Which politician served 
as  President and Vice 
President without being 
elected to either office?
What does AWOL 
stand for?
Before Philander Chase 
came across Gambier Hill, 
where was Kenyon College 
located?
In what country did 
the game of Sudoku 
originate? 
Switzerland
Kim Smith
Assistant Registrar
Jene Schoenfeld
Assistant Professor of English
Kate McLean ’11 and
Elyssa Davis ’10Keith Miller ’12
Vs
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 9
Faculty: 15
Now that Peirce is open, almost 
all of us are enjoying what it has to offer 
in terms of dining space, atmosphere 
and, of course, food. Many of us, 
however, are still struggling with new 
aspects that didn’t exist in Ernst, such as 
long lines and crowded areas. Because 
of this, some students have resorted to 
instinctual skills they used in middle 
school, such as cutting in line or even 
stealing a baked potato off of someone’s 
tray to avoid the long wait.
After some observing and asking 
around, I found what really irks Ke-
nyon students about others’ behavior 
while dining in this lovely space. I’ve 
compiled a list of pointers and tips to 
guide the misguided and hopefully 
help the overall flow of mealtimes. So 
grab some stir-fry, take a seat and ab-
sorb the following.
First and foremost—do not step 
on the Kenyon seal when you first 
enter the building. It is bad luck if you 
do, and avoiding it has been a Kenyon 
tradition since long before any of us, so 
keep it alive and well by walking around 
it, jumping over it or straddling it, if you 
have long enough legs.
Interactions with Other People
Be polite to the servers and other 
AVI workers. They have done a great 
job with everything thus far, so let them 
know by adding in some extra “pleases” 
and “thank yous,” smiling back at them 
when they greet you or, my personal 
favorite, serenading them as they pre-
pare your omelets. If another student 
mistakenly nudges you, why not strike 
up a conversation with them rather 
than giving them the evil eye?
    In the Servery
Don’t stand around looking clue-
less. Have a purpose and destination 
while retrieving your food. When 
students are wandering aimlessly, 
deciding whether they want a salad or 
stir-fry, they end up getting in the way 
of their hungry classmates. Maintain a 
brisk walk and/or power jog wherever 
you go. Know what you want before 
you go in. See what your stomach is 
in the mood for and then seek it out 
when you arrive.
Once it is finally your turn to get 
food, you must do three things: focus, 
avoid socializing and keep a quick pace. 
This is your chance to get what you’ve 
been waiting for, so load whatever it 
is on your plate and then book it to 
the next station. There is no time for 
distractions. After you are done using 
your serving utensils, offer them to 
the next person in line to speed up 
the process. This also applies for salad 
dressing bottles.
Lastly, go easy on the portions. 
You may be starving, but grabbing the 
last four pieces of pizza or the final 
dozen strips of bacon is not going to 
fly with the people waiting in line be-
hind you. Share the wealth and make 
another trip later to get seconds.
 While in Line
No cutting. Period. At least, if 
you cut, do not make it obvious. If you 
want to snag an ear of corn or a scoop 
of yogurt, then go ahead and try to 
weasel in really quickly before someone 
notices or has time to identify you. 
But avoiding eye contact and keeping 
your head down does not mean that 
everyone else cannot blatantly see you 
committing this social faux pas. If you 
want a full-out burger-fry combination 
or the hot plate special, get in the back 
of the line, buddy. 
 Consider asking a friend to pick 
you up an extra taco or handful of 
chicken strips while they are in line. 
Even though this still slows down the 
process, it is not as bad as actually cut-
ting in front of people because if they 
physically cannot see you, they will not 
get as mad.
Also, a quick shout-out to all 
those who wait in the hamburger line 
because it is shorter and then sneak 
into the hot plate line—that is not cool. 
Grab your burger, and then get back 
Emily Post takes on Peirce: dining etiquette
into the other line if you want more 
food. Thanks. 
And let’s also try to make two 
separate lines for the milk and soda ma-
chines.  There is always a huge amoeba 
of students by the drinks and it is hard 
to tell who is waiting for what.
 During Your Meal
Be open to strangers sitting next 
to you. Like Middle Path, Peirce is one 
of the most social spots on campus and 
a great place to meet new and interest-
ing people. Also, if there are only two 
of you eating together, do not sit right 
in the middle of one of the long tables. 
This presents large groups with no place 
to sit. Just slide down the bench to the 
end to make more room for everyone. 
And most importantly, no cell phones, 
please. It is rude and slightly obnoxious, 
especially if you pick up the call when 
your friend is mid-story. 
If you have to answer, duck under 
the table and whisper. This way, no one 
can see or hear you.
     Cleaning Up/Leaving Peirce
After you’re done, clear your eat-
ing space—don’t leave soggy napkins 
and crumpled New York Times pages 
on your table for other people to eat 
by. Take the extra 30 seconds to clean 
up any spilled drinks or extra salad 
leaves floating around your space. Also, 
when returning trays, I would find it a 
lot easier if everyone were a bit more 
… aggressive. I’m not telling you to 
swing some elbows, but get in and get 
out, and if you have to, stack some trays 
together to save time.
And of course, on your way out, 
don’t forget to avoid the Kenyon seal. 
Nothing is worse than getting bad luck 
on a full stomach. 
BY LAuRA GOEHRKE
Staff Writer
According to Kenyon tradition, stepping on the seal in Peirce brings bad luck. WESLEY KEYSER
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, September 25, 2008Thursday, September 25, 2008Arts Arts10 11
KFS Preview
Network (1976)
Saturday, September 27th 
7:30 p.m., KAC Theater
Sidney Lumet directs what he deems “not a satire, but a reflection of our times.” 
TV news anchor Howard Beale once held the distinction of being at the top of the ratings board; 
now in his sixties, the old pro finds that his star has faded. When the bosses give him his marching 
orders, Mr. Beale does not go quietly into the night. After launching into a fiery rant about the system 
under which he has operated for many years without protest, the broadcaster becomes an icon over-
night. Yet instead of being castigated for such erratic behavior, Beale is deemed “the mad prophet of 
the airwaves” and given his own show by the Communications Corporation of America. As the new 
program takes off, the CCA begins to see that their ratings darling is telling the world much more 
than they expected. True to his word, Howard Beale is mad as hell—and he’s not gonna take it any-
more. Watching the news these days, one could only wish for such refreshing honesty. This ten-time 
Oscar-nominated film is highly celebrated for British actor Peter Finch’s unhinged performance as 
Beale, for which he won the only posthumous Academy Award ever given, after dying from a heart 
attack on January 14, 1977.
—Clay von Carlowitz
Photography students capture storm’s aftermath
Baroque quartet
revives the forgotten
“ Pa ss i on e  e  R u h e :  1 7 th 
Century Music of Italy and Ger-
many,” a concert by Baroque en-
semble La Gente D’Orfeo, which 
translates as “The People of Or-
pheus,” will be 
coming to Ke-
nyon to give a 
concert as part 
of  the Taylor 
Concert Series. 
According to 
Greek mythol-
og y, Orpheus 
was a great musician—so great 
that he won over Hades’ heart 
and was given back his wife’s soul 
after she died.
La  G ente  D’Orfe o i s  an 
Ann Arbor, MI-based quartet 
founded in 2001. They play in-
struments that have fallen out of 
the mainstream or are played in 
different forms today, such as the 
cornetto played for the group by 
Kiri Tollaksen. According to As-
sociate Professor of Music Dane 
Heuchemer, the cornetto is a 
“tough son-of-a-gun to play.” 
An o th er  i ns tr um ent  o n 
stage will be the organetto—an 
organ roughly the size of a dorm 
room desk—that is ideally suited 
for  use  in a  smal l  ensemble. 
There will also be a harpsichord 
virginal, a small upright harpsi-
chord that would be drowned 
out by any ensemble much larger 
than this one. Martha Folts plays 
both organetto and harpsichord 
virginal in the ensemble.
Making up half of the string 
section, Debra Lonergan will be 
playing the viola da gamba and the 
baroque cello. The viola da gamba 
is the same size as a cello but has 
a thinner, more delicate sound. Its 
six strings, which are tuned like 
a lute’s, have thirds between the 
strings instead of fourths, which 
allows for a more 
harmonic sound. 
T h e  b r i d g e  i s 
a lso flatter,  a l-
lowing for  the 
musician to play 
three strings at 
once and harmo-
nize with him or 
herself. The baroque cello also has 
a flatter bridge, to the same effect. 
Rounding out the group’s sound is 
Daniel Foster on violin. 
“The music that they will be 
playing was all written for the elite 
virtuosos of the time,” Heuchemer 
said, “so the audience should ex-
pect a lot of flash and boom.”
“Furthermore, the notation is 
a starting point.” Heuchemer said. 
“ The pieces are only completed in 
performance. The ornamentation 
is improvised. If someone wants 
to do something spectacular, the 
others can notice and adapt.” 
When asked how this band 
was chosen, Heuchemer replied 
that the ensemble had contacted 
him a while back. “It’s like buy-
ing a car, we had to negotiate a 
time [and] a price, “ Heuchmer 
said, “This year, I wanted smaller 
groups, after the larger ensembles 
we had last year.”
La Gente D’Orfeo will per-
form a free concert at 8:00 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 27 in Rosse Hall.
BY CALeB RuOPP
Staff Writer
On Monday, Sept. 15, Pro-
fessor of Art Greg Spaid’s docu-
mentary photography class was 
presented with an impromptu 
class  project.  Prevented from 
working on their planned assign-
ment by the failed power lines, the 
students were sent out to capture 
the wreckage from the previous 
weekend’s storm.
“[The new project] was an 
attempt to salvage the time,” Spaid 
said, “but also, in documentary 
photography, you have to be ready 
if something happens.”
Some students brought their 
cameras to Mount Vernon or to 
different parts of Gambier to take 
photographs, but many stayed on 
campus. eleanor Smitherman ’09, 
for example, went to the cemetery, 
where fallen trees had cracked 
tombstones or turned them around 
on their bases. Rebecca Freedholm 
’10 took pictures of some of Ken-
yon’s older trees that had fallen, 
exposing hollowed-out trunks.
“The basic goal was to docu-
ment the storm,” said student 
Danielle Arad ’10.
In allowing his students to 
take photographs on campus, 
Spaid temporarily suspended a 
typical class rule.
“I want my students to work 
with subjects that are new to them 
and that push them beyond their 
comfort zone, because that is often 
the case in doing documentary 
work,” Spaid said.
Needless to say, the Kenyon 
campus was pushed past its own 
comfort zone by the weekend’s 75 
mph winds, and the documentary 
photography class did a fascinat-
ing—if chilling—job of exposing 
the results.
BY LAuRA BRISKMAN
Staff Writer
[La Gente D’Orfeo 
plays] instruments 
that have fallen out 
of  the mainstream.
Fallen branches litter the ground near the Crozier Center for Women on Sept. 15, 2008.  
KATIe FuRLeTT
Taylor Concert Series presents La Gente D’Orfeo
Theater reviews 
exclusive artist interviews 
Behind-the-scenes
 concert access
Want to write for A&e? 
e-mail hillemannp@kenyon.edu
Thursday, September 25, 2008 | Page 12
Football
Saturday Sept. 27 at 1:00 p.m.
McBride Field
The Lords host Wabash College 
Lords Soccer
Saturday Sept. 27 at 3:30 p.m.
Mavec Field
The Lords host College of Wooster
Collegian Weekend Sports Picks  Illustrations by Ellie Jabbour Weekend Weather
Mostly Cloudy
73° /54°
FridaySportS Cloudy73° /52°
Saturday Partly Cloudy
73° / 48°
Sunday
The Kenyon Collegian
Ladies soccer gets 
the ball rolling
Lords revert back to winning ways
By PETEr Frank
Staff Writer
after just one win in their 
last five matches, the pressure was 
on for the kenyon Lords (5-3-1) 
soccer team to get back on track. 
This opportunity came at home 
Tuesday against the Wilmington 
College squad (5-2-0). The Lords 
rose to the occasion and did just 
that, sinking Wilmington with a 
4-1 victory. 
The Lords came flying out of 
the gates, scoring just 50 seconds 
into the game. after, the Lords 
won a foul call on the right side of 
the field just outside the 18-yard 
box.  Forward Felix Hoffmann 
’11 seized the opportunity, whip-
ping in a dangerous ball towards 
the far post that took a fortunate 
deflection off of the Wilmington 
defender’s head into the back of 
the net. This ricochet gave Hoff-
mann his team-leading sixth goal 
of the season. 
kenyon almost got on the 
board again in minute 12 when 
alec knauss ’10 was let in on a 
breakaway. knauss managed to 
beat the goalie but veered his shot 
just wide past the right post.
Wilmington battled back in 
minute 20 when they scored on 
a direct through ball that beat 
the kenyon defense, which their 
right striker ran onto, bur ying 
the pass into the back of the net. 
The two sides flip-flopped posses-
sion for the remainder of the half, 
but no one could quite claim the 
equalizer.
kenyon again got off to a 
quick start in the second half. Just 
ten minutes in, Tom nolan ’11 
broke through the Wilmington 
defense and had his sliding shot 
bounce off the keeper, straight 
into the path of an on-running 
knauss. knauss would not make 
the same mistake twice, and he 
buried the sitter in fine fashion, 
busting the back of the net back-
wards to g ive kenyon the g o -
ahead goal (2-1), knauss’ third of 
the season. 
The Lords refused to let off 
the gas in the 54th minute when 
keith Dang arembwa ’12 hit  a 
knuckling strike at the keeper 
from 20 yards out. The defense-
less goalie could only deflect the 
ball away to the side of the net 
for a sprinting andy Statler ’10. 
The midfield maestro buried an 
almost impossibly angled shot 
past the keeper for the proverbial 
nail in the coffin as the Lords took 
a commanding 3-1 lead. 
kenyon, stil l  not satisfied 
with the scoreline, buried another 
when Tawanda kaseke ’10, in his 
first game back from injury, found 
the back of the net in minute 79 
on an assist from Sean Morehouse 
’12. 
“ The intensity we brought 
in the second half really made the 
difference in the game,” Statler 
said.
“ Th i s  win  wa s  e sp e c i a l l y 
important because it has helped 
the g uys’  morale,  and we have 
got our head up now going into 
a  toug h conference schedule,” 
kaseke said.
The Lords will try to make it 
two in a row this Saturday when 
north Coast atlantic Confer-
ence play starts at home against 
Wooster College at 3:30 p.m. ke-
nyon will be playing with a chip on 
their shoulder, as Wooster handed 
them one of only two losses last 
season.
The kenyon Ladies soccer team 
won their game on Saturday, Sept. 
20 against the Elmhurst College 
Blue Jays 2-0, starting the Ladies on 
a two-game winning streak.
The Ladies got off to a rocky 
start this season, losing their first four 
games while trying to keep a positive 
attitude, but the team has gained 
some momentum and began to turn 
the season around coming off this 
victory over the Blue Jays.  The Ladies 
have also had shutouts in both of the 
games they have won so far.
“It feels nice [to have won the 
last two games],” midfielder Virginia 
rushton ’12 said. “We’re gaining 
our confidence back a little. I’m glad 
we didn’t lose all of [our confidence] 
with the four losses.”
The game against the Blue Jays 
was heavily in the Ladies’ favor 
throughout, as kenyon managed 
to make more than three times as 
many shots as Elmhurst. The game, 
however lopsided in kenyon’s favor, 
remained scoreless for almost the 
entire first half. That is, until defender 
Sam Schoeny ’09 managed to rip a 
shot past the Blue Jay goalkeeper on 
a cross to the middle from forward 
katie Fee ’11 during the 43rd minute 
of play, and the Ladies held a lead of 
1-0 at halftime.
The second half continued much 
like the first, with kenyon getting 
many more good opportunities than 
Elmhurst. In the 84th minute, for-
ward amy kessler ’09 headed a corner 
kick, which was put into play by 
midfielder Beth Blackey ’09, into the 
back of the net, allowing the Ladies to 
coast out the last six minutes of play 
with the assurance of their victory.
“We’ve been working on at-
tacking [the offensive] third and our 
work showed with both of our goals 
[because] both were off crosses,” 
rushton said.   
Defensively, the Ladies held the 
Blue Jays to significantly fewer shots 
than kenyon got off themselves, and 
goalkeeper Megan Lahr ’10 got the 
first shutout of her career, racking up 
five saves for the game.
rushton also mentioned the La-
dies’ plan to continue their progress in 
their ability to attack in the offensive 
third of the field. 
“We’re also working on taking 
our space and making smarter deci-
sions,” rushton said.  She added that 
these concepts included “deciding 
whether to pass or dribble or shoot,” 
as well as making intelligent plays.
The Ladies next play the Carn-
egie Mellon University Tartans Sat-
urday, Sept. 27 at Carnegie Mellon 
University. The Tartans currently 
have a record of 3-1-2 and recently 
tied nationally ranked Denison Uni-
versity, a fellow north Coast atlantic 
Conference member.
rushton said that in order to 
be successful against the Tartans this 
Saturday, the team needs to keep their 
focus when they play them.
“We can’t be scared,” she said. 
“We’ve got to have our confidence, 
win the 50-50 balls, be aggressive 
and connect.”
By MELISSa HarT
Staff Writer
Homecoming game ends in defeat
By naTE CrIST
Staff Writer
The kenyon College football team 
lost a disappointing 45-39 overtime 
game to the Hiram College Terriers last 
Saturday on kenyon’s homecoming day. 
kenyon looked to be in control late in 
the game after pulling on an impressive 
comeback. 
as the final minute of the game 
wound down, however, Hiram miracu-
lously tied it up and forced the game 
into overtime, much to the chagrin of 
the hopeful kenyon fans.
The action began on Hiram’s first 
drive as the Terriers easily moved down 
the field and finished with a bit of style 
on a 24-yard flea-flicker touchdown 
pass. Hiram scored twice more to 
extend their lead to 19-0 by the second 
quarter. 
Midway through the second 
quarter, however, kenyon started 
catching up. Harry von kann ’10 
tipped a 27-yard pass to himself and 
made a diving catch to score kenyon’s 
first touchdown of the day. With 1:16 
left in the half, he did it again to make 
the score at halftime 19-14 in favor of 
the Terriers. Despite Hiram’s big start, 
hope remained in the kenyon bleachers 
as the Lords looked poised to take the 
lead when the second half began.
When the game resumed, Hiram 
scored to put them up 25-14. The 
Lords’ defense came up big, snagging 
a fumble on Hiram’s 21-yard line 
on Hiram’s next possession, putting 
kenyon in prime position to continue 
their comeback run. Quarterback Mike 
Hermanson ’10 ran in a two-yard 
touchdown to make it 25-20. kenyon 
scored again on their next possession, 
driving 83 yards down the field on 11 
plays, ending with an 11-yard touch-
down run by kyle Toot ’10. With Toot’s 
run, kenyon obtained their first lead of 
the game, 26-25.
kenyon scored two more times 
to start the fourth quarter on impres-
sive drives and led 39-25. Hiram came 
up big with two touchdown passes, 
however, the second of which came in 
a breathtaking 27-yard touchdown pass 
in the back right corner of the end zone 
with two seconds left. This score still 
left Hiram down two points, forcing 
them to make a two-point conversion 
or concede sure defeat. This time the 
Terriers made the conversion and tied 
the game at 39 all.
kenyon won the toss for posses-
sion at the beginning of overtime, but 
they were unable to put up any points as 
their field goal fell short of the uprights. 
Hiram College, riding the momentum 
garnered on their miraculous fourth 
quarter comeback, made it into the end 
zone easily to win the game 45-39.
kenyon fans were stunned. 
“I am in shock,” said spectator 
ryan Motevalli-Oliner ’12. “I have 
nothing to say.”
Hiram’s passing attack was too 
much for kenyon’s defense as Hiram’s 
quarterback completed 31 of 48 for 
342 yards, two touchdowns and an 
interception.  For the Lords, von kann 
had another big day with six catches for 
74 yards and three touchdowns. Toot 
carried the ball 27 times for 111 yards 
and Hermanson completed 19 of 38 for 
193 yards and three touchdowns, while 
running 11 times for 70 yards and an-
other touchdown. Beau Calcei ’11 led 
the kenyon defense with 12 tackles.
kenyon must shed the disappoint-
ment of this loss as they prepare for a 
tough Wabash College team. Wabash 
trounced the University of Chicago 
49-7 last week. kenyon will play them 
at home this Saturday, Sept. 27. kickoff 
is scheduled for 1:00 p.m.
The Lords gather to discuss strategy at halftime.
PHOTO STaFF
Ladies school Quakers
The Ladies field hockey team de-
feated Wittenberg University Sunday af-
ternoon by a score of 5-2 on the shoulders 
of captain Maggie Gilligan ’10, who hiked 
up the team’s score significantly with three 
goals of her own.
The Ladies, who now improve 
to 4-2 overall and 3-0 in north Coast 
atlantic Conference play, jumped out to 
an early lead in the first half when Gilligan 
scored two goals in the first nine minutes. 
Holly Bacon ’10 picked up an assist on 
Gilligan’s first goal, while the second goal 
was unassisted. 
“a shot from the corner bounced off 
the top post in front of the net,” said Gil-
ligan. “I was right there to knock it in.”
Before the half ended, kelly adams 
’09 put the Ladies ahead 3-0 when she 
knocked the ball in off a pass from Sewell 
robinson ’12.
The Ladies’ 3-0 cushion did not last 
long, however. Coming out of the half, 
Wittenberg quickly got back in the game 
with two goals in the first ten minutes. 
kenyon’s lead was down to just one.
But ten minutes later, during minute 
58, Gilligan answered for the Ladies, 
pounding yet another goal into the back 
of the net unassisted. This goal was her 
third of the day, earning her a hat trick.
“I was just in the right place at the 
right time,” Gilligan said.
a few minutes later, Sophia Daly ’11 
added an insurance goal that would seal 
the deal.  The Ladies went on to win 5-2. 
Wittenberg fell to 3-3 with the loss.
It was another stellar performance 
for goalkeeper karen Thompson ’09, who 
allowed just two goals. Thompson, a two-
time all-region player and an all-american 
last year, is tied for the school record in 
career shutouts.
This game marked Gilligan’s first-
ever college hat trick, quite the feat for 
any player. But Gilligan was willing to 
share the spotlight, giving her teammates 
much of the credit. 
“We’ve only been getting better,” 
said Gilligan. “We’re really playing well 
as a unit.”
The Ladies next go on a road trip 
to play two non-conference games, at 
Eastern University this Saturday, Sept. 27, 
and at Fairleigh Dickinson University on 
Sunday, where they will strive to improve 
their record.
By Dan LEVy
Staff Writer
